WITH ROBERT YOUNG ALICE FAYE
HI[‘.‘HE\' HOUSE AND DONALD DUCK MUSICAL TRAVEL TALK NEWS

- = = ji
*New Dlmen5|onsﬁ.|fe|ong Learnmg Institut

Presented by Steve Doyle

March 5t, 2024

THE DALLT BENTINEL, GRAND CTION, COLOLADO BTN . PACE O

= 1e New COOPER Theatre

GALA PREMIERE OPENING

: Vednesday Evening, August 27th!

The Fieet s Mt Mdern Thomirs fn Womiers
Coberad .. . D for e Comlort, amd ey
mant ol o8 Grnad Jumcthon tand the Wostars ogs.
+ Fot the “fese Show in Tosm™

Go to the Cmp'r'




The Public Speaker’s Dilemma: a Fire hose or a Glass of Water?
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THE AVALON THEATRE

1923
The Avalon Theatre Opens.

Who’s Who of performing arts
world: Lucy Gates, Al Jolson,
John Philip Sousa, Ethel Barrymore.

1928
The Avalon Theatre leased to
various moving picture syndicates

1933 - 1946

The Avalon Theatre leased to J. H.
Cooper Company; sold to the
Cooper Foundation in 1946

COOPER THEATER ERA

1947
Remodeled, The Avalon re-opens as
The Cooper Theater.

1970s
Community discussions begin about building
a Performing Arts Center.

1985 - 1993

The Cooper falls on hard times, goes dark in
1989 and remains a vacant eyesore on Main
Street.

A RESTORED AVALON

1991
Avalon Theatre Foundation (ATF)
established to support The Avalon.

1994

City of GJ acquires the theatre with
funding from the DDA and City funds
for $200,000. DDA manages
operations.

1995 - 1999
Additional Restoration - $1.6 million,
including grants and fundraising.

2003
Two Rivers Convention Center takes
over operations from DDA.

THE CORNERSTONE

PROJECT

2009 - 2014

DDA and GJSO fund a master plan
(awarded to Westlake, Reed, &
Leskosky) to transform The Avalon
Theatre into a state-of-the-art
Performing Arts Venue.

Avalon Theatre Foundation Board
reorganized with representatives
from GJSO, DDA and at-large citizens.

$9.7 Mil project -- $4.1 Mil from City
of Grand Junction, $3 Mil from DDA,
$1.6 Mil from Avalon Theatre
Foundation, $1 Mil from Department
of Local Affairs.

2014
Completion of Cornerstone Project
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Before the Avalon Theatre:
The Site of the Grand Junctlon Town Company Offices

A bronze plaque on what is now the Avalon Theatre marks the site where the original Grand Junction Town
Company stood. The inscription:

“On this site formerly stood the adobe building which was the original home of the
Grand Junction Town Company. Through its organizer and president, Governor George
A. Crawford, this company filed on land left vacant by the removal of the Ute
Reservation to Utah, September 1881, and thus founded the city of Grand Junction. This
tablet was erected by Mount Garfield Chapter DAR, 1924.”




Before the Avalon Theatre/Park Opera House




Prior to the Avalon Theatre/The Lyceum

m.\umacmﬂ

Tﬁe Lyceum Theatre

Tuhy and TmbAhmud Evening

_ HOLDS THE MIEROI UP TO XATURE

T Hefiecting an-every<day buman beart. siory uu.m s abmlite wimplicity and
Tikelity Lo the lmaginstion, bolds the interet, makvs the puls boat just = litthe
quicker b Uies wiid cawses rmirs of et

THIE “GAY OLD DOG* 18 X0 STRAXGER To You
Hr's the fellow whi works mext to yom ot the affice, or the bonely chap who rmas
the tablor ship dwin the Poad, or mayleé be's he friend uh-)wdmlhl L]
el amd “wtingy” becanse you dhda's knew! 1

COME AKD RECOGNIEE HIM OX THE BUREEX—  # X i

AN OLD FAMILIAR FRIEXD % i

Ueome’ nmd make merry vllkh-h i A
© 0 el Wi choose hats for his o hlm(“ﬂm.m uIU\'I
© 1 B HEART OF HIS, and mh: all ?'“"' him

T Gty Dbt Tiog.” Fal m .
§ crue GAY oL DOGY 18 A FINE BITC0F TTRIY TiAT \uu. *ns ix

W‘I.:I'MAILMMWIFH I'

NELLIES NAUGHTY BOARDER—A SCEEAM OF A TWOLREEL COMEDY,

Jan 21, 1920

THE OREATERT FICTURE WILLIAN FARKUM EVER FRODICED

WILFIAYM FOX PRESENTE

'Wllllam Famum

“ngs of The Mornmg"

FAMOUR XOVEL BY LOUIE TRACY.A Iu—!r CHEATION FRON THE ©
NOTE
D u. sad M s

g
In sngranchg tie oy

e
yL-.S!IT‘L"‘Tl ERE 1 a1 S

; Lol
rpbasies, b hu-lﬂ'-.-g & nacky o,
m:mnl-.-:..mw ety JD::.’-‘
with» glat wetopn bl vyl v y-mm--lyunnr
. hm*nnmummbm I!Mo-.;nulhll
il weing an ojis.

AATK WATSOS WILL BIN THE nx.\n-m unhq'l IRrp—

“WINGS OF THE
The woibe of fhis maig wrre wriiien by Jrn La Farme sfier
of the pay by thls fae [0 -Mglwltﬂ-ﬁnrln_h

Jan 27, 1920

At Lyceum Theatre

ABehlontheCurrent”

—FEATURING—

N/ Mo ek
Stella Selump was “in Children's Bhoes” at the Criter-
ion. The mere thought of talking to a man set her heart
going pitty-pat, but ne girl with the wonderful eyes and
fuce that were the property of Stella Behump could go un-
molested,

With ulngln.l feelings of alarm and pleasure she trem-
blingly responded \hﬁ: one of the men clerks called to
her,  “Cutie, you've got some goo-goos,” were the words
shi heand, from him sod how Mother S8chump langhed and
shook her hend as Stella repeated the oceurrencs at home,

Persuaded to meet other young folk, Stella went to &
party. - Bhe “blew the foam off one glass of beer.” Then
with her pretty head reeling, she went into the street to
get a bireath of air,

This is one of the incidenis in “A Petal on the Cur
rent,” Mary Maclaren's latest Universal master photo-
pluy, written by Fannic Hurst as o maguzine story. To
deprive yourself of this picture when it is shown at the
Lyceum Theatre is to lose one of the most forceful lessous
of life, with its pathos and pleasure, ever phown,

The Joy Spillers

Again today amd tonight, Eutire change of program.

Admission, Matinee 10¢ and 25e, Tax includel,
Night, 20 and 8¢, tax induded.

May 8, 1920



Prior to the Avalon Theatre/The Majestic (Mesa Theatre)

diively the I.u-l Showing of Our Big Triple
e "'J ULIAX ELTINGE

The g Workl Special,

“Over Here”

Construeting a ehty o m-.- J,000 of our |-¢-‘h :

The Halifx

The greatest entastrophe of all thees.
&hh Big Triple-Feature Program- at  the Fo
Prices:

Children, 10, . Adulis, =o¢,

Roe it tonight!
. ———

24
COMING TOMORROW AND WEDNESDAY:
BxRterl Goldwyn Feature: Mae Marsh

| “Sunshine Alley”

mmmumdmtm m
unhmuwnmw

Matinee, Ge and 15,  Evening, e and 20¢
I-_ Yom always sée them firs and best i the Majestie,

Jan7,1918

Majestic theater, Grand Junction, Col.



Prior to the Avalon Theatre/The Auditorium

Sep 25, 1917

: Tl:klnous Gilbert & Sulbvnﬂpdmcw

PRESENTED BY

“The Oxford §

A‘ A“""""“"" Tuesday Night, March 6th, As Next Number on!:
i The Dauly Sentmel’s Lyceum Course.
" Very Hnghut Sloss,

o Number of Reserved ive OnﬁﬂfThEMM |
Seats at $1.00 Each = : mehﬂel

Feb 28, 1917




Before the Avalon Theatre/The Armory

Rusco & Hockwald -

PRESENT

THE FAMOUS GEORGIA MlNSTRElS

Armory Monday. Night October 30th e

40Peop|e40

BandandOrchestra

Gorgeous Street Parade

The anly show of its kind in the world.
Thirty-third seasom on the road. -
New artists and bran new program this

Sala E 6t peris 44 T Sentinel office on
Wow(klwm at 910 o%iul- o
F u‘:;tlﬁl.vpm awsati1.50, plis ter per-cent

© . federal tax. -

Maxf'fiftaen fows at §1.00, plis teh pgr_u'_nru. .
G L T

Nohe_The Gmmﬁmm wire booked

for The Avalbn but are transferved
to the armory owing te the fact that The -

- ",

Avalon is not Tinishedl.

Oct 20, 1922

Double Event

BOXING and WRESTLING

Ten-Round Boxing Exhibition.
WHITEY HUTTON of Grand Junction

Vs,
JACK DOWNS of Montrose.
August Sepp
Colorado Champion

Vs,

Jack Hunnel
Avizona Light Heavy-
weight
Finished Match

Best two out of three
|d]]\

TAUGUST SEPP

GOOD PRELIMINARIES
'ARMORY, JULY 26th

Prices:
Ladies andiRoys S ese e oyt e e S ol
General Admission - - oo 1.00
Reserve Seats — - ccocoe-cocmcmana 1.50
Ringside Seats - - _._-__ P ) )

Seat Sale at the lnterslate
LADIES ESPECIALLY INVITED

Jul 26, 1922




Putting 1923 in Context

US on the cutting edge of civilization: industrialization; electricity; moving pictures,
phonograph records, vaudeville, planes; cars; more disposable income & free time

41 years after Grand Junction came into existence

8 years after D. W. Griffith’s blockbuster film Birth of a Nation (12 film reels; 2 — 3 hours;
musical scores; close-ups & fade-outs)

5 years after the ‘war to end all wars’
2 years after the Grand River was renamed the Colorado River

Same year as the foundinfg of Time Magazine & Disney Corporation; the birth of Hank
Williams; the invention of the self-winding watch; the television; frozen vegetables; the
construction of the Daily Sentinel’s headquarters across the street

4 Years before Charles Lindberg made his famous NY/Paris non-stop flight in 33 % hours
5 years before the arrival of sliced bread

8 years before Grand Junction would have its first radio station

President Harding was in his second year in office (died Aug 2, 1923)

Our country was coming to grips with eugenics, racial purity and the KKK

Importance of newspapers



Walter Walker — Father of the Avalon

*“A Word as to the Policy

1 THE compLETIon oF THe Avaton, GRann JUNCTION HAS REALIZED

a long cherished hope and a need long felt throughout this

seotion of Coloradn has been filled. This city can now list among
its pasets o large, standard, modern theatre equal in size, appointments
and equipment ko any tieatre (o be found in any of the smaller cities of
America. The Avalon seats 1,166 people und its stage can accommaodate
the largest attractions that tour the country, handling a pedormance with
the same ease and compl that a production can be handled in
Denvers largest theatres,

A high standand will be maintained for the bouse at all times. To will

be conducted with the idea of making it a credit to the company, to the

42 and 1o the ity ard an institution of which all the
people will be proud.

A faith in the future of Grand Junction and a belief that Grand Junction
and western Colorado will give the deserved support to such o theatre have
made possible the finuneing of this large project. [t will be conducted in o
business-like manner al all Gmes. and the management will be a definite
line of policy coneerning every feature of the enterprise,

The Avalon will Le open every aflernoon and every evening during the
week. Theatrical pedformances, musical artizts, high-clazs vaudeville,
famous leciurers, and moving pictures of the very highest type will be the
leading offerings at the new plavhouse.

Every honorable effort to make The Avalon ane of the best known, one of
the best condueted, one of the most popular and one of the most successful
theaters and auditoriums in the west will be our ambition,

We: will greatly appreciate your friendly co-operation.

Walter Walker, 99
Manager
— January 5, 1923

Walter Walker’s Vision

The idea of a new, state of the art community theater waz the brainehild
and passion of The Daily Sentinel publisher Walter Walker. As a child
growing up in Marion, Ker v, before the wm of the century, Walker

ook an interest in the entertainment business and began booking speakers
and entertainers to pedorm in his hometown, Tle had o koack for business
and brought that =kill
with him to Grand
Junction in 1903,

A vigorous supporter
af the arts, Walker
pictured a graned
performance and
mavie house for his
new community that
woutld be a source of
entertainment and
community pride.

Ile also believed that
newspapers had a eivie
abligation to help bring
cullural oflerings o
their communities.

After years of bringing
in speakers and
enlerlainers o varous
playhouses in Grand
Junetion, Walker felt
the: time was ripe for
a more professional
entertainment venue,
He wzed his newspaper
o generate massive
public support for the project and persuaded area business leaders w
invest in a state-of-the-art theater. Walker and his i
S100.000 and in 1922 constructed The Avalon Theatre, designed lor hath

cestors collected

film sereenings and live acts.

The Avalon Theatre Foundation was established more than 70 years
Tater, but today we honor the late visionary with our brand — our logo is
Walter Walker's actual handwriting.

.
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The Avalon Theatre: Planting the Seed ...
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- Grand Junction’s Need for an
- Auditorium is Great.

L‘ulomln; !!prln;a hiis votul m.uw for a great mnnic‘lpnl

anditorium.  Pueblo already haw o beautiful and spacicus mu
n 1 anditorimn— A number of other. eities, big and little,

il intermountiin region, are similarly blessed,

Ohie of Grand Junetion's. greatest needs ix a real guditor
,,tg: or standard theatre with u large seating capicity. 1t i
- shame that a city of 10,000 people has nothing betier to offer

_ dni'this line than the present arwory, o building that is inade-

quate it every wiy when it comes to the presentation of b
::: elteﬂ:lihmim l]lt;il!l‘ii‘lll productions awd 1_nllu-r Mg??
This seasdn The Sentinel declined to bring a number of the
biggest attractions in the theatrical wnid ‘mul:;miri'orld to this
<ity becauge the only place available for {heir appearance here

- Whether muicipally owned o privately owned,
Junction should have u large modern Mﬁ:ﬂﬁmaor ﬁ:m“'r;"é

theatre with stundard-sized stage and; in eit
_capacity of not less than 1,200 1o l,l?l;. ksl '-“m!

3 I proposition would prove profitable for either the.
city or for private ownership, That is, it would prove profit-
able if it really met the requirements as to wize, seating capacity,

: stage arrangements and aceominodations for {he people,

No wwn in the entire wesi necds Tilding
: wils wuch o bui uit
badly as Grand Junetion needs it o s m.

Nov 22,1921

LOGAL CAPIALTOBUD
- NLARGE W

~

il lw
i #lie Rl prraxiuaiely twe hi
i i mamy ol Elie s

il | 1 Aiiimbeer b
Jinvestments in sucl o project with the un nt_J -
Lwriehl_unde I, genern] mzsngement of (he sew hoass of:

remees with a firm of
il T i Vharvsigh Tvesti-

e of 1he s

frtalide in wing 1
heatre in the west,  Many of the defuils already
o] ont,  rthirs are beimg workel o as rpidly

o o i .
L s gl Rl S fuest i) shim s
b bz errinte, comeert cpaiien, the b Tendnie wevies, o
8, ehantamguas, big indoor sthletic events, lorge ban.
o (e Latter Doing * possilde on the e
altractions sl gatherings, all abding to the
" With such n house prople from. all e
il bw mttrncted here to see the greatest

Feestern: Colira
luttractions in L

1 contral already the franclises for grend road shows and
Larthith aind | am megotiniing for iwo nighis n week of high
cligs vanderille (the Bullivan & Consline elreait. )

1 moke this public, personally signed statement st this
the becamse of fhi mony quegios that e been eallsl, forih
b prelindnory aunouscement maide sane weeks ago by The
Heptnel. "

When stock subseriptions are opensd lujer on - bebieve 1
can show thal the investien will be absolutely safe apd profi-
bl Bf | camwat do w0 1 shall not ask for fisancial sappert
of e panfict amd will deop the plan. The company. will be
eapitalizel ai the sctusl swount veeded fo puy the project

. across,
i Xyt e west-otfers e splendid o fiekd-fora——
= firstclnss thesireanditorinm as does Graml Jn_nm-“u‘m'l
st b offor Tcal capital aFf opportuninty-to aral -
:rln. af & profitalde investment and af the same time do-a-big
thing for Grand Junethon and western Co ‘ v
Oheranesnneeraenie will ba made later. 5

et (Bigned); WALTER WALKER.

Jan 23, 1922



The Avalon Theatre: Investors Needed

- " SPEODPOAINT) s OVTHETTERD FIMAL TRUGEED DE
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gg@%ﬂgg&goggjg .;'Egggﬁgﬁ L HETEN E-_._ANNI][INUNI MO OFTHE EN TENTRE e

GRAND JUNCTION; GOLO,, FRIDAY EVENTNG F‘EBRUARY IIJ 1992 : No. (‘ 9.

- | B e eee L g G Lt il This afternoon the formal transfer of the site on Mdin street, be-
1 mnerthon with (he placing of i The m L L] i
H I Lo Depaay aml Bt e it tween Bixil and Seventh, fuentle new, modern theatre to be buili by
T " i | e s SRyl e RS i Rt the Grand Junetion Theatre Compaily, was consummated.
5 | :reedonl by ! ¢ f -

'"“ firand Junction Theatre Com- that jute u ball recm, with the advan- as referred | ! | o :': il | e R p | . The company, through its board of divectors, paid to Jamey Nelsan
o af & fing hardwoud v, aml)  The beildi T o Al g | | m,__,..,_ il T e Y end A. €. Milme, the owners of the lots, the sum of $11,000 for the
for the complete: succsss of Apeh o | will seeomodata i beast 150 couples. | rontal basis kT i lig 1 b heweby wubsoribe for oo shares of the properiy,
house In Grasd Jumstion, A camplete Kichon fh o | tauguas, mass mecings and gathior 1 S10ck o T tirasmd-dwnrsion Theatre Compaity, & rorpor: The property consists of the West 75 feet of lgts mughbered 11, 12,

catorers’ headguarters  will be in-|Ings of various, kinds

s
T v R e e R e W 18, 14 w6 tn blosk 116, with 1he 7 feet (romting o Main. sireet

i iaele Tall B g Tha new Gullding will be i ied 0 fint 1 H w IR i vt & ey

g e LN stalled wo L will be_posi 1 71t s planped 10 have g ewe i | “"‘Qlt herest, so-wils 8.

able. T | Bowe et ondily sz asdningy 1 " ety T i ws S e | The company is sk duh' u deal for an ndditional 10 feet par-
Tha Incorporsiors are cebmudatn 40| in the ek, thus sdding 1o (he at- | e e T, ST et ool i) alleting the entire temgth of the-siie on the cast, 50 an to. provide for
}\“illm“.T.“!lln{:-r. | tragkive nature of  the  daily | GE ek o e deiinped. Wim. cospiethon of Wiiiin described par Ia paved court-way along the east side of the mew building and thu
ames H, Rankin, de Tloop will be provid- | grams. . the big house openings on both sides amd both ends, making the

3 wor | On e This_ saber breeueable »

Ollle E, Bannls \o gover Uhg fine permanem floor|  Based on  experien % o ,b’d""l - bycaviuiie ol ' mis e by s ideal_in. this_respect in every way,

Clyde W, Biggs = L
and Waler I;Jlar. TIm. Ineor-
poratons’ serve ret hoard ot s
Tha N!!Fm are as fol- 'I‘IHIE'DIL'DIIM.- thoraugh

ling mare than
eluding Wany of the |g
nd amnr & tawring the
mil bmsed on the fimaneinl

e |nes with the bourd of directars, ANl the plans and specifiéations fop

near the Intersection of  Main 2 TR Ulthe mew house are being completed in a very satisfactory mahiner, and
Farh share " -
Waltar Wilker, 11<e orastaont srec i by ot vl - Ly 1 e LTS s BV AN ek B e +Iuithin . shart e the pompaay will B¢ ready to acsepr bida for the
Wn}"m anager, b pegel w4 ke Nouse wiil be sbeelutaly with: atlernoon sociul af ! b "C."" Ly ...-."..‘."..“' o el s £eontirpction Sidh,
e | oo een ol
a1, Rankin, Soeretary, ot competition #o far s §lze. mo-11 nge, | el M v : It is Ph““ to Tave “"‘ “"" way on. the new building within
. Aok equipment, and modsrn ar- pa s - | glves BTOFY | Hul el the pext few weeks.
The company authorized Storling are Ing ihe stage matorally add 1o the |houss & profitable enterprise f . Any reader of ""‘f Beatinel "'r'“-'“h"l-'-&-hl‘ = v =
B. Lacy, whose offices are in the| The baildlng will oceupy o apace | income fenturesiol (he house. Thero | investors [rom the very starl | \ r:.h s "" -
Orang Villey Bank Bulldipg, Yo sct]of Tixt25 led, will be one story Ing will be numerdis lses when (he]house is absolinely certain (o draw | a'lm un.wn al'll‘rllw THEATHE murm
u Mfscal agest for the company, helght, with openings on nl loas | wtage can be feoled for one par | Efonnge trom all of Westers ol } Grama Ju;
(WPoe aidbn, And with & tall, toriwm weed | rlo.  The fuet that o | W, J Muyer, president; Waler ‘amr. vhin m-nr-t -&
magmdflenntly ;||mm|.¢ al the mame ‘Uife for moving pic- | more than 7000 aulon vl e OB, Nannister, second  vhe presidemi

front, tures fow counties which T B s ke M ¥ :.:P:LI:‘I:-:-‘IMH. b g S

i mprise
On the wage some L0 o TO8 ki 1 an the Wes Blope sec- sgerute] by the origined ey el Blnsinces wen ¥
be is just one indieation  of the : i : I . o Feb 28 1922
i d ’

possibilities in the way of ||

h
B gpinlon that the ety of Onnn
Junction offers one of the finest | baleony will spat apprazi
openings o the entire West for a| Al seats will be cler
n theatre-anditariom of large

_|of the howss
thousand on the cocaslon of
Iectures, polities] meatings and con-
eerts by mosleal pribsts for such ary enter

u tiramd Jusction, et that the stock
(e impuns i, ithin - comparalivel’ st time,
b i puore (han e

& Orand Junetion Theatre Cam-|vhe quality ever Apeclal eate Wil be given 1o ur ¢ 0o graai dvantage in th e - ol
(Y A Lo LR r\-hlul ||r nhl Tt s i 1, bk b
roposss 1o ereet and oporale | losal bullding.  Thera will ba ma or will be ibe hone wen il bl mpem (ke meﬁ- oF basinsia

¥

vieh & house. The company not only | posts or columns of any kind to ob- | aetousiic properies. for -n-llnn wibdlity of grading the prloe of il
will bulld the theatre but will own |struet the view, Leating doring {he wr weason. | for all sttractlons in such 8 way
sd operate B, The propositlon will| The stage will be one of the larg-|and also the bopse will bo so ar-| that there - will be 6t least somi |
be financed in Grand Juwlnn and [est o the Weat and will be as large | ranged that 1€ whi be perfectly com- | priees of admbsshon’ fur all aitract- |
Waestern ™ Aheatre stage 1n Denver or| foriable during fhe hottest wommer jions within the reach of familios of
TIHE SRy ot Ao — — = _|most limited mieans. Every effort
New York City. and will| The company Wl present theatri- | will he made (o senle Vhe ffees for]
of the siamd [mous musical ar- | all mttractions s reasonably as pos- l

greal | mible.
and!  The business Selil e con Yucted Tn
consclentions and o

e Any! e, W o have e cansbully inie every s
of he, propedibon. g
it b eomler'with any of the officials
1w or with Blerling 1. Lacy, whoe uffioes
wraind Valler Ibnk Wnibling amd whe is
repremnlatie of tha cosspany by U walivr
e liltves The (irand Jusetion
7, James 11, Mankin, seretary, Grand

Feb 17, 1922

plans carriad
lllf “ ker uu! l

r-l attractions,

oo M v wery at

n the matter has m !Iltﬂl Ill'h ] m x - phet

areful aenmu m, every detall any thestrical or musi-| ovher enterisinments - cha)
Men prominest Iy the manage-]cal attraetion, That will mean that of o ligh class thoatre and ndimr be the ambl- |

ment circles of .the greal - ihesire n performancs {n this house will be | Jum. | thon of the management 1o make the |

lun musieal stars, and mdving pie- |aa complets sa n- parformance glven Cbnmm have Bnl‘|'| heen nluh-{hulr\-mldlmﬂum a eredii 1o the!

or Wl

|

[t have paseed in Denver or lshed by e s,

re produstions, upon elty and to Wedern { |
onlhlm,fnr Ui profect and haval Tho stage will be s arranged \hat sure a¢ many bookin great sdvertlsement for Juse- | Feb 24 1922
fiven hely spinion 1o the effect Il enn be guickly and easily mlﬂ‘h ablo each seamon o iContinued on page 2) )

Feb 10, 1922
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The Avalon Theatre: Investors Needed ... Please!!

Sy |
 TakeninNew Theatre

l Up to Friday noon, March 24ih, §74,500 of the §100,000

The Grand Junction Theatre Co.

I § A VA ' ' ' | : William J. Moyer, President
] . ] @ i Walter Walker, Vice President and General Manager
- ? : . : ! Ollie E. Bannister, Second Vice President ;

| James H. Rankin, Secretary
! Clyde H. Biggs, Treasurer

ors Tamo

capital stock of the Grand Jumetion Theatre Company, organ-
© ioed m few weeks ago by well known local men, had been

subseribed. Ninety per cent of this amount is represented by

subscriptions rusning from $500 to $8,000. Many of the city's [ ' e small investor as well as the large investor is welcomed by The Grand June-  _ § 7 =
:rnmlm;ntm;fnml:ndf:;::r::uun_l‘ia."“' 1 ‘tion ’|‘|‘|]|-:I|'n-:l: 'Imn]m“ylu ”Hy‘m have only one lndred or two hundred l!nllf_lrn lo put I s SEM_C , Agent _
sty W—“&m’&ﬂm"'ﬂ“ ) into a local iovestment you will find no investment that has more gvm'l‘:\l..slll('i’l‘!-,;’llv i CAPITALIZED AT $100,000 — One Thousand
wmdniu’ ;i ii'l:owh:lmc'{‘ - .: " .-.-: e, :’m‘ ! thnsiastic endorsement: from tie city's leading _hlu:r.nq.-ﬁ mmf, bll!llif'mt men and profes: _ ! ; U oy Val ed 't $100 Ea h
i 1 '“Wm::wwﬁwﬁm-gmln Baps s | sional men, than the stock in The Graud Juvction Theatre Company. | ni ued at . c
will be valned b Small sub | -2 . 5N - ; . Alocal organizati formed for the purpose o bailding, swn-
Mol v I Mouy :,._,{ﬂ“‘:_,”:,"ﬂ_l ar: | This.company will Guild, own and eperate for the henefit of its stockholders n .  ing e perting & large e heate sulrism — somethin Ul
_,,s'm@“’ B mmmmt paas | ideally loeated and splendid] ipped theatreauditorium, There is | e et
Sown. i ong-fourth Mz the i, 1 maodern, large, ideally loeated. and splendic '}' eqnp . 4 i w ! . Fir t "“““ s i
B t s o bl . = :“i s overy renson: fo helieve that the enterprise will prove hil::hl.v pr;;f!mhlfi "'m}' ult the . 1| bt Lol vyl v o
< Gl v thetrs sodicuinm . ke Lo e ' rive ‘ity, count; 1 this part of Colorado something that it has n | Ak LNy -
chased and M for, The work of clearing the site of the old/ |7 time give to this city, county and pi L : { 4 p ! ——g— e sogii i
bulldings is mm“'ﬂ, =w|:'5=9ﬁ'aﬂ n;;ﬂ'}_:-‘- t:l_ fur years,—a strictly standard theateg and anditorium, with a seating capacity of 1500. “As an Investment Proposition This Project Has
shortly constrootion work wil et Way 1 . p . I g .
;ﬁh,ﬂ'b:m ,::.r'{,ﬁ'“&?{,mmm I’ The company is capitalized af'§100,000. The stock is in nnits of §100.00 each, i the Endorsement and the S“I_’Port of This
M_‘:::ﬂm i::,.“"‘}“:.ﬁ.“';:.'?é:‘:'{.t‘mﬂi:&“ﬁ .? Three funrths of the capital stork haye already heen purchased, { Clty’s Most 'Suq:cessful Business Men
vl grnigug o kgrar By o Bl Any member of the board of directars or Sterling I, Tacy, offices in the Grand . YOU ARE BVITED 10 MAKE APPLICATION FOR STOCK. N
informmtion desired by those contemplating investing in the o Valley Bank Building, will be glad 1o give any farther information desired, -- THWE v cdi] m“mwuu-mm s
;::ﬁ;:.%.-”hm whose utﬁm“:-: i‘:‘!h:“ﬂ#mo: Valley m:{ & ; i 3 | st TIME BUT IT 1S DESIRED TO GIVE THE REMAINING STOCK AS
building, (Signed) 1. MOYER, | | : WIDE DISTRIBUTION AS ROSSIBLE. Four-payment plan available.
| WALTER WALKER, » | ;
OLLIE E. BANNISTER, ‘I : Y
CLYDE H. BIOGS. - ! |
JAMES H RANKIN, 1 . : N |
Direators. ! i i .

| AT YA D E
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1922: Name the Theatre and Win $10!!! (+500 Entries)

W s - ey o A R— i surfcunded by soms Af Uhe cardinaly Who sMoleS M. e e
. . - |E= D . -I . f
| - FINRL LT OF | smemmecma | : -
E “ve ey by gl sl st i | ! N »
' o st Gme  SuMng (e by
‘ |EEEEE . | N m
| < THENTRENAMES | Epsrses | |
[ L 0 - wew theare upom whech wark IF il X X ']
= 4 of will stam within o bew weeks, | | & |
B h-'_»nl-l-g-m Al ;E = I
| -4 . The Mispa—3irs, H. V. Soekion, : &
. g Tha Marme—Huod Sockiol .
L 1 4 o Gl Hagly opers irs : m:“’“".m’ interest has Q{.
I i The Sunay Colormds—Mism Kisia A n manifested In the call for &
{ | Made as 1o Kame of-Brend *'n“'mw_:n o o . : l_!‘uxmttnnn a8 to a name for &
B . myire—Mrs. i
I s - | stustsn, Risber, irand Junction's mew theatre- & |
The Sentinel Prints in Full the Great Variety of Names Offered - ~| B e & siditoriun: and-aiready-quite o #| i
¥ 1 L - B ey et B et gl f numhber of names havé been riled
by Scores of eople for the New Thsatre-Auditorium fobe » R | # with The Semtinel, A
&"1‘ II m mt': m m! m“ M‘“ ” m “'llt- - o 1%k oanroio—T. w. Ham % The name will be salected &
H . \ tn B e Faopiee-Faut £ R, ¢ roon by the Goard of direttors &
A s h M 1”“‘ 'm" i Pa| o o mew i anditorie | T DeIGbign)irs €. B S o % of the Grana J |
ml?mhlu lr: Niso Bh‘:{ R o . ] R B | e o | [& Comuany."“The tarty wha sug. $|
s ey ol b midiiomal | TO6 Emprew—yin irma Schmidt. | | Bests the name which ig finally &/
Cu A [ i el (- > Ve 3| ; |'l- chosen will receive a prize of ten :!
i.' What shall be the nama of Grand,  The Ameriafe-Kster Jens, Clit- - sehmii, e ey (% dollars cash &
lon's ne wanditorium? | ton, = i | § v
I,_“?‘f:u::‘u:l\": :vildi::" ‘.': II: "\':w '_mm,um Grand—Jas. B, Taylor, En-nﬂmmﬂ;:l o |F“ Only one name can be sug- _0‘
wide spread Interest in the new pro-|  The Bmplre—Mrs, Katle Canon. et niekmond | — bide Mndred | | \ ¥ mested by each person &
Ject Is furnished by the wseores of | The Grand—Mrs, E. D. Melsson- . - | Beubnide, ¢ I -y 19 W P
suggestions an to numes whiehi have nise” o - Thie Wioniaa-t 1 faes. | lia & rite ont the name you sug- &
¥ioome to The Rentinel, not only from | The Amphitheatra 1,  Peaney, ]  Tha Aeme—dits. W. F..Coak, . || | Eest, Aattach your name and ad- q._l
. 7 bel

Camphail, | i
s G Ao e, o | @ dress and mail or leave ap The

El

} (ull over the courty; but-from - many P

points ouiside of the county. | The Cosmopolitan — Chas. C. | I *L- Bentinal of (lox:
:u & the briet | Canon, v TODAY T ok Dad gl kil Sl ¥ ntinel office. ol
¥ In The Sentinel u few days ago that| The Walker—Mra. W. R. Warren, LA T e Vo, % 1 _|00000004000000¢¢¢...r
bl cash prlan of $10 would b umlvlr‘rinll.. "] The Theatoria=im Gope, B 1

Feb 07, 1922

|ed by this paper to thp person who | The Century—John Offersen. . + - =t
| suggestod, The Rentined—n priming' * The UniverssloEilis R, Bricker, I ki Vet o n
welected by the board of directors of Pallsade, il g | =
‘the tirand Juneilon  Theatre t'mu-l El Dorado-=Criss B, Poud,
|puny has resulted In The Sentinel's|  The Radiuh-<C. Tansen.
| mabt-betng-filbal-dally whhb suggost-|  The ¥ Mru. Hortha
lone, The Girand—=Mre. C. M. Hender-
The Hentinel wishes it were pos- son.
| #ible to print the letiers accompany-| —The Byde o Whyle—Mrs. 8. C.
|Ing many of these suggestions in ex- Geddings.
| planation of the names offersd, Too!  The Organic—Donald Gr:
| mieh apaee would be required. Be-| The Metropols — Mrs,
(lieving thot everybody will be Inter- | Trumbo. .
eated In reading the list of names| The Wilkon—Mrs. Albert Shuber
suggested, the Honting printing | The Grand—A. L. MeLavghlin.
[the list today and also gives e, The City Théalre—E, T, Bryan.
"names of the peaple making the sug-|  Idle Hour—Mr. Pinson,
f gestions.  The list follows: The Grand—Halph Patersen.
I' The Liberty—Bayard Whone, | Western Slops Theatre—-Mre. (s,
~The Waldamor..Homes Jonkini | 3
f The Columbine—Edward McNam- |
Lara. -

gz
4
]

1

¢

‘B

Barton. _ -
firand American — Gladys New-
M. - e -

L Bo ma a5
Maln  Auditarinm—J. W.| The Grand—
| Brickons Palisade, 1a G

| race -
+f  The Metropolllan—L. W. Baylies, | The Wilson—M. W. Hut
 Palinade: |- The:Elberta~Mrs, W. I, Mulvan-
! The Grand—Mrs, Addie Brickar, | ey, Cameo, g gt
A Pall | The Apollo—F. Bernard Wolver-

1| Mesa Smiles—Wm. Elder. ilo«.
. The Bljou-Kme- Skelly, Fruiia (Contlnued on page 81

:l.._ - e S-S — tempres e e

Feb 13, 1922 - Feb 24, 1922




o The Avalon Theatre: Construction Frenzy
ARLOTS | BOSWANED  CONTRAGT LETFORTHE Stwsaoueim (PUSHING WORK

o
NAL BANE B
16

> - F | ' FIEEATER WL E UNDER-
- I GIGNED, IN THE ALLEY UILDING, 0K
: Ok BEFORE 10 A.M,, 3, lGd2. RIGHT IS B T0 RE-
- ! { JEOT ANY OR ALL BIDE UFLANS MAY EE AT THE ABOVE
X 4 |, | OFFICE. T H N, SECRETARY, |
LS 16 JUNCTION THEATRE COMPANY
L] e e

- HRBE R e cupwiraom g

- THEATRE SODN arZs, 1922 ek s et i 4 o By e I o
| At ' (3 i“nnu:ar;'s na + Sir :'. 68 usnm:; Aug 10, 1922 ' ' n
atcoamiacc CNTHET {F] | Snmsempihens o> | ygepens
on.Site of Grand Junction's F]H EXGAVM"]N May 9, 1922

New $100,000 Theatre Wil | 1 UM | ey SeP 16,1922

e S W o g ENEWTHEATAE WORKERSON  AFULLCREWIS [feacoma
Construction  Werk  Under|: " THE THEATRE IS HERE FO
Wey in Aoril | a1 R ATWORKONTHE | 'S HERE FOR

Vo o, 1922 T ON A STRIKE N AVALON FRONT

|_BIDS WANTED | EAUSE I E”P i-v Laborers anﬁd_ﬁﬁ Cents an Ew THEA : RE ""'mﬁﬁ bk
gl ‘ N BIG JOB A Hous; Contractors Say Tha Places of Men Who Walked Out | 'I;:ngm::m'g
M i i I 0 L | Myement bas B Vi Yeterda Filed Fhs Mo e |
1] i ”L.l'inm.%.w I' UI: Ex JAVA“[INF : od by Men, ' Ing; Maﬂy lllplled for Places. Oct 20. 1922

Mar 10,1922 Apr 17,1922 Jul 7,1922 Jul 8,1922



The Avalon Theatre: Running Out of Money??

) _ HEREISALIST OF THE PEOPLE
U A
* ALDVS ST COURSE |

Nearly 500 Reservations Up o m; Evening for Great Series
of Attractions* af Grand Junclion’s New Playhouse Esfab-
lishes New High Waler Mark for Such Sales Here; Ian]
. Reservations Made Again Today. -

Oct 3, 1922

Sep 15, 1922
Sep 11, 1922 e

‘WARNING!|
FAMOUS GORILLA HUNTER  Jon e s

i

iFOR $1 90 YOU | i Great Season Ticket Course;
| 1 ou Should Get Your Tickets
"UUSEE ALL Sixt  COMESONAVALONGOURSE =15

Dec12,1922 >ep 18,1922 ngiyI be Rees:rzesd hl;uAnntnh:r'

“
il

51 -—Ammw»surmnsmmmmmrmmm—ﬂ 1| I




The Avalon Theatre: Constructlon Frenzy (and Delays)

Oct 23, 1922

HAD 1

b6 O

HPANIES:
) PASS UP:

GRANT

JUNCTION:

A Number of Caeelatons K- ‘
| essary bul Every Assurance
| Given That The Avalon Wil
‘| be Ready for Opening Before
| Cistmas; All Equpnent s
| Now on Gipund. *

Dec 6, 1922

| THE WALONTD

RO 0N
DECEMBER 20

Dec 13, 1922

|AVALON THEATRE BALCONY:

REMAINED FIRM UNDER A
VERY SEVERE WEIGHT TEST;

;wmmmmmmmmm'
Mo Defiecton Whaleer Undr Main Sipparts With Ony 2

Slight Defiection on fhe Wings; More Than T ‘IRMIII

| Baloony Wil Ever be Galled Upon 1o Garry;
-'mmmmmmmhmm‘

"~ Thealre's Construction; Practical Builders Comment on fhe
Suemsolmmt,a :

- —————

Dec 21, 1922




The Avalon Theatre: Opening Night (Jan 5, 1923)

The Openmg of The
Avalon
Friday Evening, January Fifth

in Pumps and O

A Very Big Deal!ll

=
x

M
—_—

THl_'FS':I}A\' Iﬁ}'T-'..\'iNG. JANUARY 4,.1923. THE G]!»\N]J_.}UNR'-'I'EUN DALY SEN
WELCOME, LUCY GATES
“EXCLUSIVE COLUMBIA ARTIST”
ew Avalon! SOME REAL I‘tEC(TlRD GEMS

Welcome to Grand Junction!

The World Famous Singer and
Columbia Art st

S usswson  The Tair

lIIl!Y GATES

SEATPRCES AMNIUNCED

FOR OPENNG OF AVALON

mummwnmwmm
- Attracllon for the New Playhouse; Mail Orders for Seats Are
| mmm Record Breaking Audience is Assured.

VISTIAG HASONS
DELGHTED WITh
LN T

*Informal [lpen House Held Yes-
lerday at Grand Juncimns
~ New Playhouse; Surprised at
the Cily's Growth, |



The Avalon Theatre: Opening Night (Jan 5, 1923)
A Very Big Deal!!l

THE DAILY SENT]NEL = m

EVENING, DEC, 30, 192 No. .

\'OL KRX.  G0c Per Month.  GRAND JUNCTION, CO1L N, COLY, EATURDAY

THE AVALUN

Grand Juinction’s Magnificent New Theatre—Finest and Largest
Playhouse between Colorado Springs and Salt Lake
City,— Will Open to the Public on

F RIDAY NIGHT, JANUARY 5th -

] AN EVENT THAT WILL BE MEMORABLE IN THE ENTERTAINMENT,
SOCIAL AND HiSTQjRICAL ANNALS OF THE WESTERN SLOPE.

Make the Opening I
- Bedutiful and Brilliant Ameri inger, ized 3
o) LUCY GATES/ Sttt st o o v St i L
=

_g

It Is Planned to|

lon ane of the Most| ;o\ o\ The Avalon i in.a program that will djlr“t ht everybody.

Notable Occasions
|in GrandJunction's| Tickets will be $2.20, $1.65 and $1.10—these prices including the war tax.

History Mail Orders will be ﬁl]ed in the order received. Seat Sale opens at The °

Wy Sentinel Ofﬁce T Marni.nt at Nine O'clock. .‘;'

Youcnn sﬂﬂwﬁchwnmAvdonbo!offmobommgatT

There are very few towns the size of
Grand Junction that can produce an .

audience of as Well Dressed Women as
you will see at The Avalon Tonight--and
most of the Costumes come from-—

~Tho Fir

For Thc .
Avalon Theatre Opening |

“ANd for the Orchestra in the Pit is an Excellent Ellington Piano
Which Will Suil . Their Every Need.

MAIN AT SJXTH STREET

‘-.._ 2

OF

:30. Em-ymupum Prices $1.10, $1.65 and $2.20. Ywmll-lwmmhrmm‘mm :
le opening of the city’s mngmﬁcenl new playhouse. . _



- Avalon Theatre/Opening Night: Lucy Gates Jan 5, 1923
THE THEATRE WHICH OPENS 1T OPENING NIGHTATTHE | [

et AVALON

. Any City Many Times Larger Than Grand Junclion Would be Yery Proud.

A Never-to-be-Forgotten
Event on the Western
Slope. !

LUCY GATES

One of America’s Sweetest Singers
in a Wonderful Program.

(MERLE M. M LINTOCK )

complete in ev-
The sraditions
e all o be

enriched with the hig

d by the dull blue velver
it will he the

hest one m all o
0 entemal

\

Tickets Now on Sale Daily at The
Sentinel Office.

Mail Orders Filled Promptly.

Prices $2.20, $1.65 and $1.10
Including War Tax.

af

make up the audience
w|tonight who will recall (hat thelr
o which | rallives uiads 4D & pari of the br
it Whaie | Tm wwdiemee an This memorable

The an nil apening might.

dmpls heanty af form,
n any elabordle ornn
lllau that gives charscier i

aubjected,
ihe. best 1o Jotal andisne

Every seat filed for a performance in Walfer Walkers’
brand new 1923 Avalon Theatre. - Senfinel Photo




Avalon Theatre/Mid 1920’s??

Date of Photo Unknown, but the electric streetcar closed in October 1928



The Avalon Theatre: the First Movie (Jan 8,1923)

‘The Avalon

w Lol mdh‘ri'mﬁu; Thear
Wal Ile Walker, Ma m..

MARY PICKFOR

“'TESS OF THE STORM COUNTRY

% \'ml(ﬂ\\' \ND TL P '. g
January sth;and ﬁ .
\fterncon at 20 -
’ Nelmiission : b an 1 o “'m

Jan 5, 1923

D JUNIET <% DAILY SE FURabA EVENTNG, JAK i 1 ‘

“THE WORLD’S SWEETHEART”

: I‘I..u.- ulla e w of Hote--a Jazz Tune of Laughter--
3 of Romance--in ! “"Nl hlth «:: ne of intense,
—et . . .
s F RD
I 1 © MARY PICKFO
4 Spani Romance.. “ROSITA” -Her Ltet Srsaion
1 ‘/__ L | A 1n-see! |J|\.|.~a of & |m4onahly that is known and loved the world over )
¥ i expressed I Mary in a lov
mance and tragedy, lughter and lh |||~ |I\|.1‘I\~4 I\u \|!1I|\ \f]urlnu

e HerBeauuﬁLICurls of Gold! |

Altractism:

“THE IDOL OF MEN AND WOMEN”

e s AT THE AVALON — Tonight At 7:30 and 9:00 —Last Times in Grand Junction

Jan 17,1923

.
PICKFORD
"Rogita’




The Avalon Theatre: Glen Sc

'lt nelghbodfad poinks in Gouwisiana, ll -~
|

IHE NUSIG AT

There have Yeen numerous inquir- |
ies as to the music which will be pro-
vided at the Avalon, Grand Junc- |
tion's large and modern thutn-m--
ditorium whiel will be ready for for-|
mal upuunx in the early fall. '

It is planned to have a lphndul|
m)mtrq of not less than five pieces
'forll.lolth!ptrhmnmltthe
:-!mulon where music is necessary or |
,acupuhlo. |[
The orchestra will be known as the |

1d

Avalon Orchestra and will be under |

o T HEULI

Sehvader and Earl Black-
ston for Musleal Organze-
n fr fh New Pahouse,

Yesterday an  arrangement
was perfected  between the
manager of The Avalon The.
atre and Glen S, Schrader and
Ear Biackstone | whereby the

orchestra will heoom the or-
chestra of the new theatre and
after It takes up its now work
on November 1, will be known
08 THE AVALON ORCHES-
THA,

Messrs, Bohrader mnd Black-

. stome are Grand Junction men
o and are muosiclans of splendid
ability and there i no doubf
that thelr organization will as-
sigt. In making The Avalon

popular from Ihe Very sar,
The orchestra will be emtirely
l under the contra] of The Ava-

Jow and will play at all after-
noon  and  evening  perform.
uhees, Tt is proposed to make
the music one of the notgble
foaturcs of the new playhouse.

Frioe  to (aking up their

western Colorado,, The organ-
fzation returned home only. &
few days ago after a highly
sudoessful two monihs tour of
the l'lalr.

el

Aug 22, 1922

el L]

imw

R LR e L

o~

:tupcrl'm

THEORCHESTAN 7 [ALOK oSt

WILL BE FINE

pTRy
Biackstone's  Spieadid 0r-

house,

There is no doubt that The Avalon
Orchestrn will prove ore of the most
‘snwl.r fhatures conmected  with

rand Junetion's beautiful new play- |
bouse, which will open at a very,
early date, |

Glen B ﬂrirhdn leader of the or-
chestra, snnounces that John Camér-
on, recognized In orchestral circles
us one of Lhe Mnest drummers o the
wesd and who for many years has|
besn employed I orchesies In Or-'
phtum theatres In  Salt Lake Clty|
and Denver, will be & member of The *
Avalon orchestra. The fact that his|
wother resldes here and that he s
anxious to be with her makes It pos- |
sible Lo seeure Mi, Camgron's ser-
viees.

It I8 also announced that & planist
of unusual ability and with fong n-l
perience In thealres has been ecgag-
ed as & member of the orchestra.

Earl Blackstone s cornetist and
Glen Schrader as viollnist of muml
need no introduction to the people
of this rectlom, ss thelr ability has
long been recognized, and through
thelr popular orchesira they bhave
built up an enviable and state wide
e putation,

The Avalon Orchestra will be on
duty every alfternoon and evenlng at
the thestre, at all performances.

The orchestra will be able to han-
die a very limited number of dance|
and coneert engagements, where ar-|
rangements can be made »0 that the
hours will not conflict with the thea-

Dec 17, 1922

nrader & the Avalon Orchestra

mmmmmr!.

THE AVALON ORCHESTRA

No feature of the new theatre has proved to be mare popular than the or-
chestra which plavs every afternoon and evening.  Pliing for the motion pictures,
they turnish the proper musical setting for the events that are pictured.on the silver

screen. Giaving orchesteal programs as the audience fills the house for ulrunlrm.‘nr
concert attractions, they fill in an interval that would otherwise he dull for eatly
omers.and provide the fitting atmosphere tor the program of |i|1 evening,

Like the house atself, the orchestry s a community organization. Glen Schra-
der, wiolinist and director, Farl Blackstone, cornetist, and John Cameron, drammer,
ar. l. voune e who were either born or broaghe upoin Gorand  Junetion, and all of
than hace bad valuahle experience in bands and vrchearas elsewhere. Mrs. Herman,
Pt whe has qust qoined the orchestra, is another local resident wha adds to the
;-'. vrre ol the music lovers in the audience,

Jan 13, 1923




The Avalon Theatre: the Avalon Orchestra’s Legacy

Glen C, Schrader

Glen Calvin Schrader, 77, of 1455 Grand,
the son of Grand Junction pioneers, died
at 4 a.m. Sunday in Veterans Hospital,

Mr. Schrader retired in 1962 after
completing 25 years as a conductor for the
D&RG Railroad. In earlier years, he was
a professional musician. A violinist, he
worked in the Los Angeles area from 1921
until 1937, part of the time as a member of
orchestras aboard cruise ships. In Grand
Junction, he played with the orchestra at
the Avalon, now the Cooper theater, and
with the Mesa College Civic Symphony for
10 years.
He was a member of the Presbyterian
Church, a life member of the Elks, a
member of the Masonic Lodge, Knights
Templar, Shrine and Musicians Union,

Mr. Schrader was born here Aug. 25,
1896, the son of the Charles Shraders. His
father later served as Mesa County's
Sheriff from 1907 until 1915. He served
with the Army in France for two years
during World War 1.

He married Peggy L. Silka at Salt Lake
City June 1, 1940. Mrs. Schrader survives,

Jul 16, 1974

| Sweet strings...

| ..andsweet B R e,

for donor
‘ of violin

By 2. MATRRCK CLEARY

s PEG SHONRADER ot

Jan 16, 1997

S E

Centenarian’s deatll-leaves legacy

‘Avdlon Theater will receice $250,000 donation for trust fund

By LORI CUMPSTON
The Diadly Sentinel
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there. It is sort of a shock. You just “Glen played the violin in vaude-
AR R b oo F e s, Tl T B Cle b
e 1920s." said Gormiey. “He was one of

three members
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Jan 14, 2000



Avalon Theatre/Big Plans for Touring Vaudeville Shows

AT = S | AR
VA"UEV".I.E A WEEK” THE ATEN TRATRE | A e e
- AR . s ’ All'l'il 22!’!&.
A]“H[ A.I AVAI-HN Messrs. Lee and J, J. Shubert Announce the
| I : World's Foremost Entertainer
; Tenight and Temarrow .\
trand Junclion Is Placed On 3 Well Known Cireuit énd Gonfract Afterncon and Night [
Is Completed for Vaudevile Performances Evary Monday and . ll
Tuestay at the Beautful New Playoouse; Tirst Shows tn auagaeviiie :
February 26th and 271h; Exceediagiy Reasonable Eﬂmﬂum g e '
" e \gture allowing Program Wil Present:
Prees o Prval Five High-Glas s ¢rd Big Monday Night Beginning at 8 O'Clock,
Make Up Each Bil Tuesday Afternoon Beginning at
il known vamdeville Hir 230 and Tuesday Night
it fonchon 1o b 08, ¥R o vy e Beginning at 8 O'Clock.
T o by 8 sl 7, & vawdoilie progris il I—Sebections by The Avaion Ovchestra, |
b povarntrd i e beawiilel wew flathouse i this iy, oo 2 bl e Wkl 3
Sowduy might amd eecry Taesday kgt and ey Teesday 3 The P ol L Fstie P,
tervoon, asd secssionally an Mondey sfiermeom. Tht M. e
oot s ot . ket s b | S eie b rreiing
+ Oreuil ot fan Prasceod b n werkly o e T e | A Musical Extravaganza of the Days of 1492—
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The Avalon Theatre: Early Year Celebrities ...

1E HEAD
RILLA

Lucy Gates Carl Akeley John Philip Arthur

The lsswe — 1290
] 4

A

William
Jennings Bryan

General Wm. Williams Billy Sunday
Mitchell Colored Singers

Vilhjalmur Stefansson Carl Sandburg



1924 World Series at the Avalon!!

Likely Giants pitcher Art Nehf
sliding in safely at home during
game one of the 1924 World
Series.

Sep 26, 1924 Oct 4, 1924 (Game One Giants vs Senators)



Avalon Theatre: Soup Eaters Charity (1929 - 1939)
Annual Christmas Day Event (Similar to ‘Toys for Tots’)

Presentatlon Of MahAOVer Toys |
And Dolls Brings Christmas Joy
~ To Over Elgllt Hundred Kiddies

Dec 26, 1929




Avalon Theatre: The Annual Cooking School 1930 - 1942

EVERYBODY'S WELCOME!
Daily Sentinel 11th Annual

: | COOKING 5"' '_

NEXTWEI?.K—APRIL 23rd, 24th, 25th

11th Annual
R DAILY SENTINEL
Homecrafter

eeric COOKING SCHOOL

WEDNESDAY—9:00 A. M.
THURSDAY—9:00 A. M.

AVALON THEA‘I‘RE

DAILY PRIZES BY
GRAND JUNCTION MERCHANTS GREC“,E“I:.IES

Bring Your Pencils mtmml

Oct 26, 1930 Apr 17, 1940
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Cooper Buys the Avalon in 1943

Merle M. McClintock of
Daily Sentinel Staff Dies

By FRANK 'H. REEDS -
Sorrow came to the many
over Grand Junetion and

M. MeClintoek as sha
ng to her home in this

 knew Miss McClin-

nnlrl for nm
condition was l;“

Aug 30, 1942




The Avalon Theatre: the Final Movie (May 14, 1947)

«» TOM BROWN - JOAN FULTON
NAT PENDLETON - DONALD Mac BRIDE

.« BEVERLY SIMMONS

May 13, 1947



The Cooper Theatre: Opening Night (Aug 27, 1947)
Another Very Big Deal!!!

Beautiful New Cooper
Will Open Amid Great

Fanfare and Color!

Record Making Construction Project Started May 15
For Grand Opening on Aug. 27

We Greet Our New Neighbor

THE NEW COOPER THEATRE
And Best Wishes to Yern Austin, City Manager, Cooper
Foundation Theatres!

FOR VALUES
s
A Teal Amet 10 Growing Grand Jume- ’
tion . . . Ulrs-Modern and Beautiful in Walt S
Design . . . and bringing you TRUE rox
VALUE in Entertainment! You'll be
passing our store in your frequent Lrips STARS
to the COOPER ... Come in and wee 1T THE
the TRUE YALUES we feature daily! NEW
COOPER!

CONGRATULATIONS!

BEST WISHES!

TO THE HEW AND EBEAUTIFUL

MORE STARS THAM THERE ARE IM HEAVEN T
At the New COOPER!
CALL US FOR COMPLETE SATISFYING

Laundry & Dry Cleaning
Service

. EXCELSIOR

I
g LAUNDRY and ODORLESS

CONGRATULATIONS |
NEW

ol elele)

THEATRE

FROM THE
Mesa Theatre
A WESTLAND THEATRE
B. V. WARREN, crs sanscrn

CONGRATULATIONS

vvvvv

I5 ALL
THE 'IIME

f
/l E \_IJ \

= &
3 ko
SUNFREZE = rm

CREAMERIES, 9]

NDAT WORNTSG, ATNCUT B IMT.__ THE DAILY SENTONEL CHAND RESCTIN, 0OL0RABS

The New COOPER Theatrel

GALA PREMIERE OPENING
Wednesday Evening, August 27th!

Colerads . Dinmbgued For the Comalord, smd Bajor-
vt o o Graad Juctom and the Wosiarn Blops.
4 For the “Best Show n Town™

Go to the Cooper!

Ahways Top Entertainien!

ALL OF GRAND JUNCTION WILL BE ON HAND TO WELCOME

THE OPENING OF THIS THRILLING SHOWPLACE!

C'MON JOIN the HAPPY THRONG!

SEE FOR THE FIRST TIME ™2
Wik [ ADVANCE TICKET SALE! | HCT

TICKETS TOOAT! AT T

BTN | don
BOK OFFICE HOW! L

CONGRATULATIONS to the NEW

COOPER THEATRE

H O PRODUCTIONS. AND. LANE
STUDIOS TOP FLIGHT d
STARS AT THE NEW an
COOPER! COMPANY | New COOPER!

We Are Honored to Have Assisted in the Construction
Of Colorado’s Most Modern Theatre!

GREAT WESTERN Extends Heartiest
CONGRATULATIONS

TO
COOPER FOUNDATION THEATRES'

Grand Junction and Surrounding Territory on the
Opening of the New Cooper Theatre!

OUR HAT'S OFF TO YOU ... CONGRATULATIONS
COOPER FOUNDATION!

) GRAND JUNCTION WILL SURGE FORWARD WITH THE NEW
COOPER THEATRE— “Showplace of the Scenic West!”

 minw | WE FURNISHED THE MATERIALS TRADE

COOPER FOR THE BEAUTIFUL NEW TERI!ITOI!Y

THEATRE COOPER! 1 GREATLY INCREASED
s, | LET US FURNISH YOURS! | cooptr

FINEST THEATRE

mneste | INDEPENDENT | THEATR
BETWEEM DEMVER

AND SALT LAKE CITY!

LUMBER COMPANY  [‘misiitir

—




The Cooper Theatre: the First Movie (Aug 27, 1947)

TONIGHT
At 10 O'Clock

All Eyes Are on the
Beautiful Ultra-Modern

Cooper Theatre

ELIZABETH TAYLOR
GEORGE MURPHY - 5.7 SAKALL - MARY ASTOR

GENE | OCKHART - SPRING BYMNCHON smes oom - s moen

A RSERT 7 LEONARD FRODUCTEN e vowwn - o0 &

Aug 27, 1947




oresight
ope!:;alﬁo‘“ Emil + o Main Street

STEPHEN MANSFIELD & DAVID HOLLAND

Foresight In Retrospect s s

“You never saw a shabbier
downtown than downtown
Grand Junction 5 years ago ...
Now Main Street weaves back
and forth ... an oasis in the
desert — sheer loveliness.”

- Paul Harvey Mar 5, 1965




The Cooper Theatre: the Most Important Movie (Jul 1, 1977)

+42,000 tickets
sold during its
multi-month run
at the Cooper;
pumped much
needed money
into the theatre!

Jul 1, 1977



The Cooper Theatre: the Final Movie (Sep 4, 1989)

EVE 7490-9.20 SAT -SUN-MON. 2.00-4.20

YOUNG EINSTEIN -~
EVE 7.25.0:26 SAT SUNMON 225435
WIRED (&)

EVE 745945 SAT SUN-MON 245445

THE ABYSS Fc-1))

EVE 7.00-9:30 SAT -SUN.-MON. 1:85-4.30
TELLER ARMS TWIN

PARENTHOOD pc 13
EVE 700920 SAT SUNMON. 200430
EDDIE AND THE CRUISERS Il i~ -,
EVE 745,945 SAT SUN.MON 215415

CHIEF DRIVE-IN THEATRE

mnmulﬂlw
INDIANA JOMES AND LAST -

IFUGITIVES =c
. EVE 715015 SAT SUN MON 215495
HOWTIMES FOR AY ONLY

Sep 4, 1989

w 'I-

They rob banks....but not very well.

THREE

‘Huge’ Newspaper Ad!!



Before

The Cooper Theatre Goes Dark (Sep 5, 1989)

No articles in the
Sentinel about the
Cooper’s closure, but
a few weeks later,
Pat Gormley and the
‘Avalon Committee’
was already in action

Group asks
city to buy
GJ theater

Daily Sentinel

If a handful of visionaries has its
way, stage lights eventually will
sparkle in downtown Grand Junc-
tion's Cooper Theater.

The theater went dark for the
last time on Labor Day, when Unit-
ed Artists closed it down.

But on Tuesday, members of the
Avalon Committee — named for
the vintage vaudeville house that
eventually became the Cooper —
asked the Grand Junction City
Council's capital expenditures
committee to recommend approval
of $200,000 to buy the theater at 645
Main St. :

“It looks pretty encouraging,
said Chairman Leland Schmidt af-
ter the meeting. “Maybe they will
put it in the budget next year and
buy the thing.”

The theater purchase is on a list
with many other projects, includ-
ing burying utilities in the south
Main Street alley. That project is
also dear to the hearts of some
downtown property owners.

Members of the Avalon Commit-
tee — who helped push Operation
Foresight to completion 25 years
ago — made the case that their
project is urgent now because the
owner, Larry Starsmore of Colora-
do Springs, has offered to sell the
Cooper for $200,000, including
$80,000 worth of nearly new seats.

That's a bargain, said Schmidt,

Please see Theater, page 8D

Theater—

From page 7D
especially because the building
was appraised for $381,000 in 1985.

If the city buys the building,
Schmidt said the committee, which
currently has no funds, would
raise about $1 million to install
balcony seating and build a new
lobby and entrance on the east
side of the building.

“It will be a wonderful thing for
the downtown area,” said Schmidt.

Under such circumstances, said
committee member Pat Gormley,
it's appropriate for the city to in-
vest in property and hold it for fu-
ture development.

Deiter Sutherland, city manager
for United Artists, which leases
the building, said his company quit
showing movies because the $1
ticket price was competing with
another §1 house downtown and
neither was making money.

It was an economy move, he said.

Leases on both the Cooper and
the Mesa theaters expire at year-
end and Sutherland predicted that
both will be closed then.

“These single screen houses are
becoming a thing of the past,” he
said. “You say it's progress but it's
sad.”

Sep 17,1989

- e

== o e



The 1989 - 1996 ‘Miracle’: Restoration of the Avalon’s Facade

1989 1996



The 1989 - 1996 Miracle Restoration of the Avalon’s Facade

DDA wins recognition
for facade restoration |}
work on Avalon Theatre

msources. name on a plague attached to the
has been poured  seat, she sald mmhm«hm the bricks are sold, but a walt-  Creasman said. The final bricks &

Creas- The friends campaign included but also other donations to the z Is being ouﬂd. e wnhummm—
wmid Monday, including a  not only sales of inscribed bricks for  ater, Creasman said. ‘become available, she said.

Steven H. Hart Award from the Colorado Historical
Society Oct 22, 1996




The 1989 — 2005: Money, Money, Money

e 1989: Initial grassroots campaign to restore the

Avalon =
* 1991: Avalon Project, Inc. incorporated by Pat @
Gormley (eventually morphs into the Avalon _.-"(_r::_l:};:@a_-fh_é.ami-l ﬂ‘“ﬁfﬁ?’

| — -

Theatre Foundation)
* 1993/1994: City of GJ purchases the Cooper

e 1993 — 2005: Numerous buy-a-brick and buy-a-
seat campaigns; financial support from the City
of GJ, the Downtown Development Authority;
several grants; lots of personal donations

* Showing its Age: Despite the restoration of the
facade, new seats and a few amenities, the
Avalon was really showing its age ...

Buy-A Brick COURTYARD

A RESTORED AVALON

@ 199
Avalon Theatre Foundation (ATF)
established to support The Avalon.

@ 1994
City of GJ acquires the theatre with
funding from h DDA and City funds
for 5200000 DDA manages

operations.

Addiﬁunal Restoration - 51.6 million,
including grants and fundraising.

® 2003
Two Rivers Convention Center takes
over operations from DDA,




ion

Still in need of Renovat

Avalon Theatre 2001




Avalon Theatre 1994 — 2001: Notable Performances

* 1994: Toby Keith; Blackhawk; Riders in the Sky; Big Chill
* 1995: Dead Cowboys; Doug Oldham;

* 1996: Bryan White: John Mahall; Tab Benoit; Government Mule; .38 Special;
Electric Light Orchestra Il; Neal McCoy;

* 1997: Mollie O’Brien; Leo Kotke; Blue Oyster Cult; Janis lan; Leon Russell; John
McEuen; Emmy Lou Harris; Arlo Guthrie; REO Speedwagon; Clarence ‘Gatemouth’
Brown:

» 1998: Firefall; John McEuen; David Crosby; Amazing Rhythm Aces; War; Merle
Haggard; Los Lobos;

* 1999: John Mayall; Grand Junction Symphony; America; Loverboy; Kansas; John
Prine; The Drifters; Alan Parsons Project;

* 2000: Johnny Winter; Glenn Miller Orchestra; Firefall; Gordon Lightfoot;Ricky
ISDII<aggs; Little Feat; Greg Brown; Steve Forbert; Too Short; Lynn Anderson; The
atters;

e 2001: Pure Prairie League; George Winston; The Kingston Trio; Cherish the Ladies;
The Lettermen; Gordon Lightfoot; Edgar Winter Band; Michael Martin Murphy;
John Hyatt; Jim Blevins; Lyle Lovett;



Avalon Theatre: Cinema at the Avalon

Cinema at the Avalon brought many independent films to the restored Avalon
until it disbanded in October 2008; after the Cornerstone Project, the DDA
sponsored the popular weekly Dinner, Shopping & a Movie




The Cornerstone Project 2006 - 2014: a Long & Heavy Lift!!

Groundbreaking Ceremony Jul 25, 2013

THE CORNERSTONE
PROJECT

2009 - 2014
DDA and GJSO fund a master plan
(awarded to Westlake, Reed, &

Theatre into a state-of-the-art
Performing Arts Venue.

Avalon Theatre Foundation Board
reorganized with representatives
from GJSO, DDA and at-large citizens.

$9.7 Mil project - $4.1 Mil from City
of Grand Junction, $3 Mil from DDA,
$1.6 Mil from Avalon Theatre
Foundation, $1 Mil from Department
of Local Affairs.

2014
Completion of Cornerstone Project

Grand Re-Opening Sep 17, 2014



Pat Gormley &
Herb Bacon

Debbie
Kovalik

Bennett
Boeschenstein

Avalon Theatre
Foundation Board

The Cornerstone Project 2006 - 2014: A Few of the Heroes

GRAND
OPENING
EVENT

SEPTEMBER 17-28 [illsses

- . | T : I
1923 1947 1994 2014
look inside for history, vision, grand opening event schedules THEDAILY
and a look inside the newly remodeled Avalon Theatre m

Grand Re-Opening September 17, 2014







THE CORNERSTONE PROJECT

& EXPANDED STAGE (2X THE SIZE)
& NEW AND EXPANDED SEATING

& STATE-OF-THE-ART SOUND

& ORCHESTRA PIT

& ORCHESTRA SHELL

& AUDIENCE ELEVATOR

& EXPANDED LOBBY

& CATERING KITCHEN FACILITIES

& MORE / EXPANDED CONCESSIONS
& MORE BATHROOMS

& AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT COMPLIANCE
& DIGITAL PROJECTION

@ ENCORE HALL EQUIPPED FOR CINEMA
& EXPANDED LOADING AREA

& INSTRUMENT AND EQUIPMENT STORAGE

& ROOFTOP TERRACE WITH CANOPY

& PERFORMER / CHORUS DRESSING ROOMS

Q PERFORMER GREEN ROOM

& DIGITAL MARQUEE AND PROMOTIONAL SIGNAGE

S15MIL

(PROPOSED)

THE CORNERSTONE COMPROMISE

Q NEW AND EXPANDED SEATING

S9.7MIL

@ AUDIENCE ELEVATOR (COMPROMISE)

& EXPANDED LOBBY

& MORE / EXPANDED CONCESSIONS

& MORE BATHROOMS

& AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT COMPLIANCE
& DIGITAL PROJECTION

& ENCORE HALL

& ROOFTOP TERRACE




THE COST OF COMPROMISE

X

X

X X

LIMITED STAGE SPACE / NO
ORCHESTRA PIT

INSUFFICIENT FACILITIES FOR
PERFORMERS

NO CATERING KITCHEN FACILITIES
INSUFFICIENT BACKSTAGE STORAGE

NO ELEVATOR FOR THEATRE
OPERATIONS

NO MARQUEE / OUTDATED POSTER
DISPLAYS

NO SHADING FOR THE ROOFTOP
TERRACE




A Brilliantly Successful Partnership!!
2016 —2022:

$500 000

$25O OOO City of Grand Junction
$250’OOO Avalon Foundation

Encore Hall Completion
Donor Wall
State-of-the art Sound System

Digital Marquee

Lighting Console

Portable Spotlights

Digital Poster Boxes

Digital Concession Menu Boards

8, Clearcomm System
rvene The City of Grand Junction $ 50,000.00 [ ; Stage Line Set Reconfiguration

‘" Fifty Thousand and o0/100 w0 =
e | B Canopy Sails for the Rooftop Terrace

Window Coverings for Mezzanine



Completed the Encore Hall




Donor Wall: Recognizing the Friends of The Avalon

L d




Purchased & Installed a State-of-the-Art Sound System




The Highest Definition Marguee in Colorado!!




Purchased Spotlights, Lighting Monitors & Sound Boards




. and Badly Needed Window Coverings for the Mezzanine!




Finally: Shading Sails on the Rooftop Terrace!
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The Avalon Theatre Celebrated its Centennial in 20231111

e/
TUHEATRE W

Nunsense ... Artrageous ... GJ Symphony/John Williams Scores
... Hank Williams Tribute ... Ten Monthly Film & Lectures ...
Ramblebine’s Avalon Prohibition Lager ... Five Short Films ...
Plein Air Exhibition ... Eclipse the Musical



The Avalon Theatre: The Final Act is Yet to Come!

The fundraising does not end here, however. This week’s grand re-opening is a
celebration and presentation of the upgrades to date, but there is much more work
to be done to complete the improvements to the theater and to work toward future
expansion of the stage and additions to the back of the house. Contributions can

Grand Junction Mayor Phyllis Norris
(September 17, 2014)




Sources

 Daily Sentinel (newspapers.com)

* Walter Walkers ‘Event Diary’ (1912 - 1949) as compiled by Marion
Fletcher

* The Publishers (2022 Ken Johnson/Carol Sullivan)

* Operation Foresight (2012 Vera Mulder/Ken Johnson)

e Diann Admire’s Oral History/Mesa County Library (Sep 15, 2016)
* Museums of the West

* The Grand Heritage (2003 David Fishell)

Thank You!!

'NEW NEW'

il DIMENSIONS | [)[MEN“('_)N';
Lifelong Learsing Instituto




